
Hoops with Anthony Ianni 

Kids on the Go introduced All Star 

Hoops Camp last summer. Head 

coach, Anthony Ianni, played for 

Michigan State University and Tom 

Izzo, from 2010-2012, earning a trip to 

the Final Four and Big Ten Champion-

ship. Anthony’s off-court accomplish-

ments are equally inspiring. At age 

four, Anthony was diagnosed with 

Autisum. His parents refused to let his 

diagnosis change their dreams for 

him. Anthony was the first NCAA 

player and Big Ten player diagnosed 

with Autism. Continued on page 2.  

Watch video on KOTG program! 

http://huffingtonpost.com/hooplaha/watch-

motivated-autistic_b_9216164.html 
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2015 Good-Times for a Cause    

Tips for Kids & Dueling Pianos  

Ray Laethem Motor Village sponsored Dueling 

Piano Entertainment by 

JD’s Key Club. All “tips” 

benefitted Kids on the 

Go Summer 2015. 

Yoga Flow Class & Atwater Brewery Night 

Mary Beth Scanlon, KeepItReal Yoga, 

and Tim Clark led outdoor yoga. Afterwards, participants attended 

an after party, Atwater Brewery in the Park. 

KOTG received 50% of proceeds from the yoga 

class and 20% from the after party. 

Cards for Kids 

Biannual event is held at Lochmoor Club. The 

evening included dinner, Texas hold ‘em, 

euchre, gin, and a silent auction.  

Grosse Pointe Fun Run (Sunrise Rotary) 

For three consecutive years, KOTG campers, family members and 

friends walked and ran in this annual event coordinated by the GP 

Sunrise Rotary.  The event included a 1 mile fun walk/run, 5k, and 

10K races at the Grosse Pointe Farms Pier Park. 

KOTG Night at Leason’s Dairy Bar & Grill 

Nicole Grabowski, KOTG parent volunteer, 

organized and hosted a dinner event at 

Leason’s Dairy Bar & Grill in Warren. The event 

generated $400 for KOTG Summer 2016. 

Read more on Nicole on Page 3.  

Halloween Family Hoot 

Kids on the Go (KOTG) hosted its first Halloween Family Hoot, 

October 25, at the Venetian Club in Madison Heights. The event 

featured trick or treat and craft stations, raffles, DJ Dave of Dazzle 

Do Time, and photo booth. Bill Marchiori prepared a great buffet 

menu. 

UP BEAT Winter 

2015 
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Sponsor Spotlight 

Assumption Cultural 

Center Host Facility 

In 2007, the Assumption Cultural 

Center, in St. Clair Shores, 

volunteered as the primary site for 

Kids on the Go when St. John was no 

longer able house KOTG camp 

programs. It also hosts the annual 

Sponsor Celebration Night, in August, 

and sponsors a child each summer. 

Joan DeRonne, church 

administrator, said, a part of the 

mission of Assumption Cultural 

Center is community outreach. Our 

Assumption Nursery School mission 

embodies many of the same 

ideology as KOTG: to develop each 

child as a total individual; socially, 

emotionally, physically, and 

cognitively in a 

secure and caring 

environment. 

KOTG invests in the 

development of a 

child who otherwise 

might not have the 

opportunity to advance in any other 

program. The Assumption Cultural 

Center takes pride in being the host 

facility as we open our doors to the 

greater community.  

“Seeing students return each year is 

a joy to not only the families but to 

the sponsors who witness the 

progress of the students they 

sponsor,” Joan said. “We share the 

happiness and confidence our 

sponsored child expresses from just a 

few weeks at KOTG. “From planting 

flowers to bike day to riding the mini 

train the last day of school: all 

precious memories not to be 

forgotten,” she said. 

 

Who We Help: Gemma 

Motivated to Push Herself 

Since Summer 2014, Gemma, has participated in the KOTG camp 

therapy program. Her mother, Jennifer, says she has taken the 

multi-disciplinary class, bike riding and summer sounds. Gemma has 

benefitted significantly. 

“Instead of regressing in the 

summer due to gaps in 

therapeutic intervention, her 

speech and fine motor skills 

really blossom during the 

summer months,” Jennifer said. 

“This year, her gross motor skills 

made impressive gains. 

“Thanks to the bike camp, 

Gemma can now ride her two-

wheeler with training wheels all 

the way around four blocks,” 

she said.  

KOTG camp has really motivated Gemma to push herself, and her 

successes continue to boost her self-confidence and tenacity. 

Gemma is pre-school age and has Down Syndrome. She attends St. 

Clare Co-operate Nursery School. 

“To say that Gemma loves camp is an understatement,” Jennifer 

said. “She truly adores the staff, enjoys the diverse and creative 

programming, and cherishes the friends she made. 

“This summer when Gemma started her speech class, she saw a 

friend from camp from the previous summer and said, ‘Gracie, 

you’re back!’ She and Gracie exchanged a big hug. It was beyond 

darling. 

“Also, watching Gemma take corners in the gym (during bike class) 

on her bike, like a boss is a favorite KOTG memory,” she said. “We 

thank KOTG from the bottom of our hearts for all it does to serve 

children with special needs. You are changing lives, forever, for the 

better!”  

Ianni: Live Your Dream  
Continued from front page. Today, he travels 

the country with the Relentless Tour, his anti-

bullying campaign. He reminded all 26 KOTG 

Hoop players last summer to “Live Your Dream”. 

KOTG is excited to have Anthony back for 

Summer of 2016 for a second year as Head Coach of KOTG Hoops. Watch 

video on KOTG  

 



Volunteer Salute 

Nicole Grabowski        

Gives Back For Next Family 

In October, Nicole Grabowski, parent 

volunteer for Kids on the Go, 

organized and hosted a fundraising 

event at Leason’s Dairy Bar & Grill in 

Warren, which generated $400 for 

KOTG Summer 2016. Nicole’s son, 

Ethan, has attended KOTG for five 

years. She helps to ensure KOTG is 

there for the next family who needs it. 

“I love KOTG and I love what the 

camp program has offered,” Nicole 

said. “I want to give back for 

everything KOTG has given me.” 

 

Nicole is a member of the KOTG 

Fundraising, Public Relations and 

Auction Committees; and is the Parent 

Advisory Committee (PAC) 

Representative at Macomb 

Intermediate School District for the 

Warren Consolidated School District. 

Also, she is a free advocate for local 

families. She attends IEP meetings, 

reviews IEP goals, and assists with 

writing Behavioral Plans.  

“When you give of your time, you get 

two times the rewards back,” Nicole 

said. “From a conversation with 

another parent about how KOTG has 

helped your child to giving an hour at 

a fundraising event.  

“You develop great friendships, you 

learn new ways to help your child(ren), 

and to you find peace in our crazy 

world,” she said.  

 

  

Recreational Therapist Kathy Smith 

KOTG Feels Like Family 

Kathy Smith, Certified Therapeutic Recreational Specialist (CTRS), 

says she has spent three awesome summers working with Kids on 

the Go. The first summer, she teamed with Katie Lubera, speech 

pathologist, and Linda Netzel, occupational therapist, doing social 

skills groups; and with Renee Pieciak, physical therapist, for bike 

riding. The following summer she 

continued with social skills and bike 

riding; and added new class, 

Friendship Cheer. During Summer 

2015, Kathy did all three. 

“All three groups were as exciting 

as year one,” Kathy said. “We 

have so much fun in social skills 

exploring social thinking and 

creating activities to promote 

flexible thinkers.   

“Collaborating with such wonderful 

therapists and amazing kids is what 

makes this job experience so 

fulfilling,” Kathy said.   

Therapeutic Recreation promotes personal development through 

leisure experiences. It reinforces a positive self-image, improves 

social skills and motor development, and improves health and well-

being. She has been working in Clawson Public Schools for the past 

10 years where she services students from Elementary through High 

School. The center-based program serves students with Autism.  

Kathy’s mother-in-law and active KOTG sponsor, was the first to 

make her aware of KOTG. Her mother-in-law offered Kathy’s 

information to Kristy Piana Schena, KOTG executive director. After 

speaking with Kristy, Kathy knew KOTG would be a great fit. 
 
“It was through family that I was introduced to KOTG,” Kathy said. “I 

have to say it feels like that is the theme, here. The staff, volunteers, 

and campers all share enthusiasm and come together to celebrate 

as we reach our goals.” 

 

Parent Tips 

1. Have fun, play hard, and be safe.  

2. Get involved with activities with your child(ren).  

3. You are a Superhero: You manage situations daily that some parents may 

fear impossible. 



 

 

 

 

 

Kids on the Go 
As a non-profit pediatric program designed to provide special needs children (3-14 years) with 

physical, occupational, and speech therapy during the summer months. A program like this is rarely 

a covered medical benefit and often too costly for private payment. Since 1999, Kids on the Go 

has provided therapy twice a week for six weeks at no cost to the children’s family. Because of the 

generosity of our sponsors, Kids on the Go has provided more than 1,000 scholarships to children in 

the tri-county area. Your tax deductible donation can be made in Honor or in Memory of 

someone. Donations should be made payable to Kids on the Go and mailed to: Kids on the 

Go/21229 River Road, Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 OR can be made on our website at 

www.kidsonthegocamp.com. 

Save the Dates 
Save the dates on your 2016 calendar for the following KOTG events. Watch our website for more 

details!  

 Summer Camp 2016 Wait List Registration Opens: January 1, with NEW online application and 

registration at app.campdoc.com/register/kidsonthego/waitlist 

 4th Annual Tips for Kids: April 15, Assumption Cultural Center, Featuring JD’s Key Dueling Pianos 

 KOTG Camp 2016 – 18th Summer Session: July 6 – August 17 

 Sponsor Celebration Night: August 11, 6:30-8:00pm at Assumption Cultural Center 

 Auction 2016 – Superhero Soiree: November 5, Westin Book Cadillac, featuring the Ben Sharkey 

Quartet & Speed Artist Dave Santia 

  

Kids on the Go
Kristy Schena
21229 River Road
Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236
www.kidsonthegocamp.com

http://www.kidsonthegocamp.com/



