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CBD COP13 
will be held in 
Cancun in 2016

Tourism

GROSSE POINTE 
WOODS, MI — Kids on the 
Go, a local non-profit pediat-
ric program that provides free 
summer courses and activi-
ties to special needs children, 
is hosting a live international 
teleconference, entitled Moms 
to Moms (M2M), on Interna-
tional Women’s Day, Tuesday, 
March 8, 2016 at 9:00 a.m. 
Partnering with the Kodomo 
Center for Autism in Playa del 
Carmen, Mexico, this unique 
conference will bring together 
40 Mexican mothers of autis-
tic children with a panel of 6-8 
mothers whose autistic chil-
dren have attended Kids on 
the Go. The M2M teleconfer-
ence will originate from Wayne 
County Community College 
Mary Ellen Stempfle Univer-
sity Center in Harper Woods, 
facilitated by Dr. Peter LaP-
ine, Professor in Communica-
tive Sciences and Disorders 
at Michigan State University. 

He will be assisted by his wife 
and daughter, Deb and Lauren 
LaPine, who originated the 
concept for the conference.

Kristy Schena, Executive 
Director of Kids on the Go, got 
to know the LaPine family in 
2002 when they worked togeth-
er on a missionary trip to Mex-

ico. Over the years, Dr. LaPine 
has managed more than 50 
health care projects in Mexi-
co’s Yucatan Peninsula. In May 
of this year, he was approached 
by the founders of the Kodomo 
Center who were seeking ser-
vices for autistic children and 
their families, but had limited 

resources to do so. The Ko-
domo Center is one of only 
five such facilities for autism 
in all of Mexico. “This part of 
the world is in dire need of the 
services provided by Kids on 
the Go to families affected by 
autism,” said Dr. LaPine, “Kids 
on the Go provides structure 
and hope — two vital things 
that these families desperately 
need.”

The Moms to Moms tele-
conference will honor Interna-
tional Women’s Day by featur-
ing Kids on the Go mothers 
sharing their own personal 
stories related to autism, such 
as getting past the initial di-
agnosis and discussing the 
everyday “survival” skills they 
employ. “By sharing their per-
sonal experiences, fears, and 
successes, the mothers will 

provide a network of support 
for each other which, we hope, 
will lead to more conversations 
like this in the future,” said Ms. 
Schena. 

In addition to the tele-
conference, other projects in 
the works for March include 
a workshop on intervention 
strategies and a public health 
hub for parents that will pro-
vide printed and web-based 
educational materials on child-
hood development, autism, and 
health-related issues. 

Those interested in listen-
ing to the conference are wel-
come to do so by providing an 
email address to Ms. Schena 
at kristyschena@kidsonthego-
camp.com or to Dr. LaPine at 
lapine@msu.edu for instruc-
tions. Translators will be in at-
tendance at the event.

Kids on the Go to 
host international 
teleconference on autism

XPLOR ALL-INCLUSIVE ADVENTURE PARK
IN MEXICO’S RIVIERA MAYA

By Merrilyn McDonald

If you are at least 1.4 meters tall or weigh 
40 kilos, you can do it! It’s easy, thrilling and 
a bit scary at first, but by the time you’re done, 
you’ll feel like a pro! I’m talking about the lat-
est “buzz” in the Riviera Maya—Xplor’s excit-
ing zip-line circuits the whole family can en-
joy. Xplor is a natural adventure park 34 miles 
south of Cancun’s International Airport that 
introduces families to the underground world 
of breathtaking grottos, stalactites, stalag-
mites and mystical pools that have been stilled 
through secrecy and time. There are exciting 
adventures topside, too.

Certainly the biggest installation in Mexi-
co and the longest zip lines in Latin America, 
Xplor also provides the most unique “circuit” 
of zip lines in the world. Two circuits have a 
total of 14 flights over 15,000 meters of cable, 
approximately 2.5 miles in length. Most zip 
lines utilize a single cable, which can feel in-
secure to the novice. Xplor uses 2 parallel ca-
bles with well-fitting harnesses that make you 
feel like you’re flying through the air in a chair. 
The creative mind for this adventure wanted to 
make it easy, comfortable and safe enough for 
his mother to enjoy. The oldest person to enjoy 
the adventure so far has been an 87 year old 
woman!

Shortly after opening in 2009, a handi-
capped child visited Xplor and wanted very 
much to “fly.” Disappointed that he couldn’t 
physically climb the ramp and stairs to the top 
of the zip-line tower, the park quickly assem-

bled its experts and modified the system with 
a special pulley that lifted the child to the top. 
The flight made his day — and brought tears 
to his mother’s eyes! Xplor is now equipped 
for non-ambulatory, or physically challenged, 
visitors to enjoy the full extent of the park — 
its Zip Lines, Amphibious Vehicles, Rafts and 
River Swim. 

Zip lines reach traditionally from tree to 
tree, between which cables are strung for hu-
man travel. However, the grounds of Xplor are 
flat, with not enough large trees to support the 
weight of zip lines and flyers, or enough height 
for a proper inclination. So, the concept of tow-
ers was born. Xplor has two systems, or cir-
cuits, of stone towers of varying heights, high 
enough for flyers to admire the landscape and 
natural land formations on each flight. 

Jaguar encompasses 1.5 miles and is the 
highest and longest circuit at Xplor, allowing 
visitors to fly 147 ft above the ground with a 
single flight 700 meters (2300 ft.) long. The 
circuit includes two elevated suspension bridg-
es; a flight directly over individual jaguar and 
crocodile dens; and a cooling water landing at 
the end. This is certainly the more thrilling 
and challenging of the two circuits, and my 
personal favorite. After completing the Jaguar, 
the Deer zip-line circuit was a cinch!

The Deer circuit includes two refreshing 
water landings and a 120 meter enclosed water 
slide that deposits flyers into a sinkhole. The 
Deer totals nearly a mile in length and one of 
its towers is surrounded by White-Tailed Deer. 
On a super hot, humid day, this is by far the 
more refreshing of the two circuits. But why 
limit yourself to just one circuit? Split them 
up with other activities, then return to fly the 
second circuit to complete your day, you won’t 
regret it. I am over 60 and did both circuits and 
loved them, but I did them at my own pace, 
which I highly recommend. Hiking the towers 
is not a competition, so please go the pace of 
the slowest member of your group or family, 
even if it’s you! And if you change your mind 
at any point, help is available to return you to 
the ground. 

Xplor used and uses only the best tech-
nology and materials in the construction and 
operation of its Zip Lines. Petzl performed the 
installation, which is one of the best equipment 
brands for heights in the world. Xplor and/or 
Petzl conduct daily and weekly equipment in-
spections. The cables are inspected daily with 
a tense-o-meter to measure their tension and 
diameter. The park has taken extensive mea-
sures to ensure safety at all times in every tow-
er and for every flight.

Xplor is a breath of fresh air for the Cancun 
and Riviera Maya areas and offers its visitors a 
truly unique experience, both above and below 
ground. Have a good flight!

Xplor’s zip lines 
are creating a 

“buzz”

Over the years, Dr. LaPine has managed more than 50 health care 
projects in Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula.

By Rudy Garcia
La Voz de Mexico
yzamaleno@yahoo.com

As the 21st annual UN-spon-
sored Conference of the Parties 
on Climate Change, commonly 
referred to as COP 21, ended 
on Sunday with a historic doc-
ument signed by 195 countries 
who agreed to take measures 
to deal with global warming by 
reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions to the atmosphere to the 
point of limiting such warming 
to two degrees Celsius (3.6 de-
grees F.) per year by the year 
2020, it was announced that 
a smaller yet important meet-
ing within the Framework of 
the Conference on Climate 
Change, UNFCCC, will be 
held in Cancun next year. It 
is the 13th Conference of the 
Meeting Parties on Biological 
Diversity (CBD COP13). At 
least 106 countries will send 
delegates to CBD COP13 along 
with myriad ministers, econo-
mists, scientists and observers 
representing environmental or-
ganizations. The United States 
is not a signatory to the Kyoto 
Protocol on global warming but 
there are likely to be thousands 
of Americans representing dif-
ferent aspects of the problem 
and discussing ways of dealing 
with it that will attend the con-
fab. The meeting is scheduled  
for Dec. 4-17,  2016.

There are several things to 
be noted about the CBD COP13 
meeting scheduled to be held 
here next year. To begin with, 
earlier this year, in June, an an-
nouncement was made that it 
would be held in Los Cabos, in 
Baja California, Mexico, rath-
er than Cancun. However, the 
rise in terrorist activities char-
acterized by the one in Paris 
which took place less than 
two weeks prior to the COP 21 
conference, directed by the Is-
lamic terrorist caliphate, ISIS/
ISIL at which 130 persons were 
murdered and hundreds more 
injured, has caused a reconsid-
eration of Los Cabos as the site 
for the meeting. The need for 
security was further enhanced 
a week or so later when a cou-
ple, claiming to be ISIS/ISIL 
supporters committed anoth-
er act of terrorism at a holiday 
party of government workers 
in San Bernardino, California,  
killing 14 and injuring others.

When Gabriel Mendicuti, 
Secretary of Government of the 
state of Quintana Roo, made 
the announcement, confirmed 
later by the Mexican Secretari-
at of the Environment and Nat-
ural Resources, he pointed out 
that this region has both the 
hotel infrastructure required 
to host a meeting of this size as 
well as to do so with the high-
est degree of security possible. 

He pointed to the logistical 
success of the COP 16 meeting 
held here five years ago.

Holding CBD COP13 here 
in 2016 with security being its 
highest priority would seem 
to indicate that it will be held 
in one of the major hotels with 
substantial convention facilities 
somewhere other than the Can-
cun hotel zone where the CAN-
CUN ICC, formerly known as 
the Cancun Convention Cen-
ter, is located. Although that fa-
cility would seem to be ideal for 
hosting a meeting of this size 
with all of the requirements for 
members of the press as well 
as exhibit space for hundreds 
of organizations and the num-
ber of upscale hotels all around 
it, the fact is that local author-
ities would be hard-put to pro-
vide the security needed with 
all of the non-meeting-related 
traffic that traverses the hotel 
zone where it is located. COP 
16 was held at the Moon Pal-
ace resort on the outskirts of 
Cancun which can be secured 
from quite a distance away on 
the main north-south highway 
between Cancun and Tulum. 
The LAKAM CENTER across 
the highway (now CALOPA-
RK), also lending itself to high 
security, was used as the stag-
ing area for the event. Howev-
er, since then the Moon Palace 
convention facility has been 
expanded and more than 300 
additional rooms added, bring-
ing that total up to more than 
3,500. It seems it could host an 
event like CBD COP13.

On the other hand, there is 
some concern in terms of what 
that might do to hotel occupan-
cy for tourists during the pe-
riod when the climate change 
conference is taking place. 
We already are experiencing a 
banner year in room occupan-
cy with rates hovering in the 85 
percent range even this early 
in December. Projections were 
for next year to be even better, 
meaning that rates of close to 
90 percent or better were ex-
pected for early December of 
2016. The influx of an expect-
ed 10 to 15,000 additional visi-
tors to this part of the Mexican 
Caribbean during that period 
could cause some logistical 
problems when it comes to 
hosting all of those folks.

The third thing that should 
be noted is that the choice of 
Cancun as the site for CBD 
COP13 also involves recogni-
tion of the fact that the Mexican 
Caribbean, has demonstrated a 
commitment to the protection 
of the environment with more 
than 60 percent of its hotels and 
other lodging establishments 
as well as many tourist service 
providers qualifying for certifi-
cation by agencies involved in 
the greening of the planet.


